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3.  THE COMMUNITY SERVICES LEGISLATION AMENDMENT ACT 2002

The Community Services Legislation Amendment Act 2002 commenced on 1 December 2002. This Act abolishes the Community Services Commission and the office of the Commissioner for Community Services. It provides for the appointment of a Deputy Ombudsman as the Community Services Commissioner and confers of the Ombudsman the power to review various deaths mentioned below. The Coroner is required to notify the Ombudsman of reviewable deaths and to provided information and assistance to the Ombudsman in relation to them.

The Ombudsman is empowered to maintain a register of such deaths, carry out research projects, give out information and report in relation to each of them.

The Act considerably amends the Coroners Act 1980.  (A new section 13AB is inserted into to the Coroners Act 1980). Generally speaking, the amendments provide that the following deaths will be examinable by the State Coroner or a Deputy State Coroner - 

· Deaths of children in care;

· Deaths of children who have been at risk of harm in the past 3 years;

· Deaths of siblings of the children who have been at risk of harm;

· Deaths of children whose death is or may be due to abuse or neglect or that occur in suspicious circumstances;

· Deaths of people receiving disability services

