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IN THE MATTER OF TIMOTHY

These are care proceedings relating to ‘Timothy’ who was born on [    ] 1998…. The proceedings were commenced by an application filed on behalf of the Department of Community Services on 10th December, 2001  and the case was established on 27thFebruary, 2002.   On 9th. April, 2002 an interim order was made placing Timothy in the parental responsibility of the Minister pending further order and he has been in foster care since 6th. April, 2002 when his parents entered into a temporary care arrangement which they were led to understand mistakenly would see their son restored to them within a matter of days.   The current arrangement for Timothy’s contact to his parents arise out of interim orders made in this court on or about 11th. September, 2002 and [the mother] and [the father] have been visiting him twice weekly ever since…..

…..As I have indicated above, I think that [the mother] and [the father] have significant strengths as parents and I think that Timothy’s progress up until his removal from the home is testimony to that.   Despite the Department’s concerns, all the objective indicators are that Timothy’s growth and progress while with his parents was satisfactory and Ms. Marsden and Dr. Rickard spoke highly of him.   Given the limited involvement of the Department prior to April, 2002, I think the parents are entitled to most of the credit for his successful upbringing to that date.  Since then, they have demonstrated a willingness to cope with their various deficits and to find ways to overcome them and [the father] in particular has seen some success in that regard.   They love their son and continue faithfully to visit him and he and they share a very close, trusting and affectionate relationship. There are some areas, plain enough on the evidence, where [the mother] and [the father] could do with some guidance and support and they have indicated that they are willing to accept it and able to profit from it….. 

For those reasons, then, and on the basis that he remains in his current placement until restoration, I propose that Timothy be in the parental responsibility of the Minister for six months and that arrangements promptly be put in place to effect an early restoration to the care of his parents.  Upon his restoration, he should be under the supervision of the Director-General for a period of twelve months to provide additional assistance for his parents and to ensure the continuation of the provision of all necessary and appropriate supports for the family……..

The orders of the Court will be as follows:-

[1]   Order pursuant to section 79 that the child ‘Timothy’,  born [   ] 1998, be in the parental responsibility of the Minister until 20th May, 2003;

[2]   Order pursuant to section 82 for written reports on or before 20 January and 20 April, 2003 in relation to ‘Timothy’ and, particularly, as to the progress being made towards his restoration to the care of his parents, the putting in place of supports for the family and the suitability of contact arrangements;

[3]   Order pursuant to section 76 that, at the expiration of the order in paragraph [1]  herein, ‘Timothy’ be placed under the supervision of the Director-General of the Department of Community Services for a period of twelve months;

[4]   Order pursuant to section 76[4] that, prior to the completion of that supervision, a report be presented relating to the outcomes of the supervision and whether there is a need for further supervision or any other order for the protection of the child.

