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SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS OF YOUNG OFFENDERS AMENDMENT ACT 2002
The Young Offenders Amendment Act 2002 amends the Young Offenders Act 1997 (‘the Act’) so as to:

1. Limit to three the number of times a young offender can be cautioned under the Act.  If a young offender has already received three cautions, a specialist youth officer will determine, in consultation with the investigating officer, whether the offender should be referred to a youth justice conference or whether the matter should proceed to court;

2. Require specialist youth officers, conference administrators and the Director of Public Prosecutions to consult with the investigating officer when deciding whether a young offender should be conferenced;

3. Provide that if a conference convenor considers it appropriate, he or she may invite a representative of the young offender’s school to attend a youth justice conference;

4. Require consideration to be given to a young offender’s participation in an appropriate program when an outcome plan is being developed at a youth justice conference (for example, counselling programs, drug and alcohol rehabilitation programs, educational and other programs aimed at improving a young offender’s prospects); and

5. Make explicit reference to the right of each victim, who personally attends a youth justice conference, to veto any outcome plan proposed at the conference.

The Young Offenders Amendment Act 2002 was commenced by proclamation on 15 November 2002.

The Young Offenders Amendment (Transitional) Regulation 2002 was gazetted on the same day. The regulation clarifies that the Young Offenders Amendment Act 2002 only operates to disentitle a young offender from receiving a further caution where the young offender has received three cautions after 15 November 2002. This is achieved by inserting a suitable transitional provision into the Young Offenders Regulation 1997.

