Reflections on 2013

Sydney Drug Court opens

An opening ceremony for the Sydney Drug Court was held on 14 February 2013.  The Court welcomed the Attorney General, the Hon. Greg Smith SC MP and the Minister for Health, the Hon. Jillian Skinner MP, and invited them, amongst others, to address the court.

Judge Dive thanked the Ministers for the Government’s commitments to expand the Drug Court program, and for their personal efforts to make the expansion possible in difficult fiscal times.  

The Sydney Drug Court now sits one day per week at the Downing Centre, Liverpool Street, Sydney, and has the capacity to manage 40 participants at any one time.  To be eligible for the Sydney Drug Court, an offender must reside in the Sydney Local Government Area.  The court is very pleased that the suburbs of Redfern and Waterloo are included within the catchment area, as it will provide an excellent opportunity for the Court and its treatment partners to engage with the Aboriginal communities in that area.

With the commencement of the Sydney Drug Court, the Drug Court of NSW has become a significant program within the criminal justice system.  As at 31 December, a total of 267 participants were actively on the program across the three centres, thereby becoming a meaningful slice of the long-term recidivist offenders who would otherwise, without doubt, be in full-time custody.

One Drug Court

The Drug Court judges, and the teams from all partner agencies, have worked together to ensure there is consistency across the three Drug Court locations.  There is a determination that there be one Drug Court program, which is delivered at all venues.  Interestingly, the clientele for each location has proven to be quite distinct, and different issues can have greater prominence at one location than another.  For example, the use of synthetic cannabis and other synthetic substances has been a far greater problem in the Hunter than in Western Sydney.  The court’s response, which has been to undertake additional and separate testing for such synthetics on a random trial basis, has been applied to all centres, having firstly been identified as a significant issue in the Hunter.

A life lost

The first measure of success of the Drug Court is the preservation of the lives of our drug-addicted participants.  In the early years of the Drug Court there were a number of deaths, and the Drug Court does hear over the years of former, unsuccessful participants losing their lives to overdose.

The Court had been able to report, for some nine consecutive years, that there had been no on-program drug deaths.  Sadly that changed in May 2013 with the overdose death of a young man who had only been on the program for nine days – the court had barely had the chance to meet with him before he died.  It was a tragic reminder of the dangers of addiction, and the need for high-quality treatment plans, coupled with intense support, to ensure not only success, but also the very survival of participants.

Greater access to Program

A welcome benefit of expansion to the Sydney region has been the necessary increase in the list of courts that can make referrals to the Drug Court, and hence greater access to a Drug Court program for many offenders.  That can best be explained by way of example.  The Sydney District Court is now a referring court, as we have a Drug Court program in Sydney.  However, it can frequently be the case that an offender, who lives in the West, has committed serious property crimes in the city centre.  That offender could now appear at the Sydney District Court and be referred to the Parramatta Drug Court for a Drug Court program.  Previously, such a referral would have been impossible.  This has increased our level of referrals, and increased the workload of the program partners, and there are now more referrals than places on program each week.

Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional Centre

The Drug Court provides judicial supervision of the Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional Centre (CDTCC) program. The Court firstly determines eligibility and suitability for such a program, and must approve all Personal Plans.  The Court is also involved in all progression (and regression) decisions between the phases of the program, and is even the Parole Authority for participants in the Centre.

The highlights for 2013 are:

· Attaining a 90% Stage 1 completion rate, which involves a minimum of six months of intensive treatment and therapy for drug addiction issues.

· Maintaining a 30 to 40% completion rate for participants progressing to Stage 3 since 2008.

· No overdose deaths for 2013.  This has clearly aligned with the introduction of a program to provide methadone maintenance treatment (MMT).  Before MMT was available, five overdose deaths had occurred in what is, in relative terms, a modest program.

· Nineteen participants progressed to parole from the CDTCC program.

· Crystal Meth Anonymous (CMA) meetings were introduced to the Centre.  This has been most welcome, as there is no doubt that the use of methamphetamine in the community has increased in the community in recent years, and is similarly reflected in the prison population.  CMA meetings are not only conducted in Stage 1 of the program, but also at the local library for Stage 2 participants and the general community.

· The introduction of new methods for testing for synthetic cannabis, together with a trial of Biosens drug detection technology.

· Participants were filmed for The 7.30 Report on ABC TV regarding their community service work whereby meals are provided and served to the homeless.  The act of “giving back” to the community, having damaged the community by committing serious crime, can be very powerful indeed.

· Participants were involved in publishing a book of poetry for the non-for-profit organization Unlocked Poetry.  Some powerful and moving poems were published.  The participant’s poetry can be found at the website: redroomcompany.org
J R Dive

Senior Judge

25 June 2014

Parramatta Program outcomes 2004 to 2013

	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Non Custody

(Graduates)*
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2004
	142
	133
	62 (20)
	71
	47%

	2005
	165
	150
	74 (36)
	76
	49%

	2006
	164
	155
	62 (33)
	93
	40%

	2007
	169
	176
	78 (28)
	98
	44%

	2008
	132
	151
	65 (29)
	86
	43%

	2009
	158
	146
	83 (42)
	63
	57%

	2010
	140
	158
	90 (42)
	68
	56.6%

	2011
	166
	155
	86 (30)
	69
	55.8%

	2012
	167
	187
	95 (37)
	92
	51%

	2013
	206
	168
	72 (24)
	96
	43%


NB: The number of those classed as program graduates shown in brackets. 

Hunter Program outcomes 2011 to 2013

	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Non Custody

(Graduates)*
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2011
	70
	10
	0
	10
	0

	2012
	61
	43
	20 (8)
	23
	46.5%

	2013
	68
	66
	36 (9)
	30
	54.5%


NB: The number of those classed as program graduates shown in brackets

Parramatta Drug Court – key statistics 2013

	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	416

	Pre ballot exclusion
	91

	Placed in ballot
	325

	Accepted after ballot
	272

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling
	26

	
	 

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2013
	206

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2013
	98

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2013
	41

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/13
	167


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	41

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	33

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	10


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	24

	Substantial Compliance
	13

	Total Non custody
	72

	Custody
	96

	Total completions
	168


Hunter Drug Court – key statistics 2013

	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	135

	Pre ballot exclusion
	42

	Placed in ballot
	93

	Accepted after ballot
	93

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling
	28

	
	 

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2013
	68

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2013
	44

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2013
	20

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/13
	 67


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	20

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	10

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	4


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	9

	Substantial Compliance
	1

	Total Non custody
	36

	Custody
	30

	Total completions
	66


Sydney Drug Court – key statistics 2013
	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	141

	Pre ballot exclusion
	22

	Placed in ballot
	119

	Accepted after ballot
	116

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling
	28

	
	 

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2013
	62

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2013
	20

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2013
	1

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/13
	33


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	4

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	7

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	0


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	0

	Substantial Compliance
	0

	Total Non custody
	1

	Custody
	13

	Total completions
	14


Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional Centre key statistics 2013

	Pre Program
	Persons

	Referral
	  70

	Eligibility and Suitability Hearing
	  64

	Ineligible
	  39


	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Stage 1 in 2013
	 27 

	Participants who progressed to Stage 2 in 2013
	  21

	Participants who progressed to Stage 3 in 2013
	  9

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/13
	 44


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Order Revoked
	25

	Order Expired
	3

	Parole Granted
	7


Visitors, presentations and publications

January

· Hosted visit from Japanese Study Group

February

· Hosted visit from Judge Kuns, Superior Court of California

· Meetings with Mission Australia

· Hosted visit by Japanese delegation

· Judge Dive conducted a Continuing Legal Education Seminar – Sydney city.

March

· Visit from Magistrate Levine, Victorian Family Drug Court

· Lake Macquarie Interagency Meeting

· Presentation to Redfern Police Command – Judge Dive

April

· Delegation from Wollongong legal and academic fraternity

May

· Visit from Treasury NSW

· Visit from Housing NSW

· Contributed to Law Week, Parramatta

June

· Meeting of all Drug Court judges, hosted by Judicial Commission of NSW

September

· UTS Law Faculty – visit to Drug Court

· Judicial Commission Community Awareness Program

· Presentation to Newcastle Drug Action Team – Judge Dive

October

· Hosted two day visit from judiciary and staff of Victorian Drug Court

November 

· Hosted visit Judge Flies-Away from Hualapia Nation Court, Arizona

· Drug Court Forum Wollongong University 

· Presentation to graduating class – Corrective Services Academy – Judge Dive

· Meeting Community Restorative Centre regarding inter-agency cooperation
· Hosted meeting of Chief Executives of residential rehabilitation services for Drug Court programs
· Meeting with Downing Centre Aboriginal Liaison Officer re linking Sydney Drug Court participants with relevant services

· Meeting with researcher from UNSW, to discuss research project “Gender and therapeutic jurisprudence in the Drug Court”
December

· Hosted visit from Singaporean students Singapore Management University

· Hosted visit from Shadow Attorney General the Hon Paul Lynch MP 
· Presentation to graduating class – Corrective Services Academy – Judge Dive
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