
Reflections on 2014

The Drug Court of NSW now sits at three locations, Sydney, Parramatta and at Toronto for the Hunter region.  As at the 31st December, there were a total of 234 participants actively engaging in a Drug Court program across the three centres.  All such participants would otherwise be in gaol on a full-time basis, so the program is now forming a significant part of the criminal justice system in this State.

The Court is delighted to note that Judge Tony Marsden was appointed as an Acting District Court Judge and Drug Court Judge in August.  Judge Marsden brings to the court a wealth of experience from many years as a senior Magistrate, sitting in demanding city and outback courts, as well as fulfilling earlier legal roles with the Department of Youth and Community Services and the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.
Sydney Housing Accord

The Drug Court works collaboratively with our formal program partners – Health NSW, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, Legal Aid NSW, Community Corrections, and the Police Force.  On a daily basis, program partners share information and expertise to provide a comprehensive program of recovery for the participants.  Indeed the teamwork between partner organisations lies at the heart of the success of the program.

In addition to our formal program partners, the Drug Court works closely with many agencies and organisations – for example rehabilitation services such as WHOS, Wayback and Adele House, and it can assist both the Drug Court and those organisations to have our relationship documented at times.

So it was exciting to see the Sydney Housing Accord achieved in March 2014.  This new partnership is an agreement to provide housing and support to participants of the Drug Court Program in Sydney. The aim of both agencies is to assist participants in sustaining a tenancy whilst engaging in services that reduce drug-dependency and re-offending.
Both agencies plan, coordinate and implement housing and support strategies to build and strengthen service responses for people with complex needs. Clients are also assisted to build their capacity to move from social housing to other forms of affordable housing.  The partnership will assist Drug Court participants to reintegrate into the community and meet the objectives of the Drug Court Act. 

In launching the program at Sydney Drug Court, the District Director at Department of Family and Community Services emphasised the importance of stable accommodation in a participant's recovery and said the Drug Court Program had been "integral in turning so many lives around”. 

This partnership operates in Sydney and South East Sydney Area Health Service boundaries which includes the City of Sydney Local Government Area.  A similar partnership has been operating successfully, since 2011, between Parramatta Drug Court and the Great Western Sydney District of Housing NSW.
Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional Centre

The Compulsory Drug Treatment Centre (CDTCC) provides compulsory treatment and rehabilitation for recidivist drug offenders housed in a 70 bed facility at Parklea.  Prisoners who meet defined criteria are referred by sentencing courts to the Drug Court, and this court can make a Compulsory Drug Treatment Order after a comprehensive assessment by a multi-disciplinary team.

The Drug Court was pleased to see the legislation that supports the CDTCC program amended in 2014.  The amendments simplify the referral criteria, including the removal of a restrictive recidivism barrier.  Previously, there had been a requirement that the offender have two prior convictions in the last five years.  Otherwise suitable prisoners where sometimes excluded for not having met that criteria, even, in one case, by only a few days.  The amending legislation also improved and simplified the criteria as to the length of sentence required to allow referral by the sentencing court.  The improved provision requires the offender to, at the time of sentence, being sentenced to an unexpired non-parole period of at least 18 months, and the unexpired total sentence be no greater than 6 years.

Judges and magistrates have welcomed the CDTCC program, as it provides as an intensive program for recidivist offenders who commit crimes because of their long-term drug addiction.  Participants remain in custody during the first stage of the program, and then have access to the community on a controlled basis to attend to education or work opportunities.  The legislative amendments, together with intensive efforts from all partner agencies, have seen an increase in the number of active participants on the program rise from 42 to 57 (at the time of writing this review), a 36% increase.

Travel and the Hunter Drug Court

The Hunter program is centred on the Toronto Court House, pleasantly placed on the shores of Lake Macquarie.  The 50 or 60 participants are drawn from several Local Government Areas: Port Stephens, Cessnock, Lake Macquarie, Newcastle and Maitland.  It could never be said that Toronto is in the geographical, or even logical, centre of the Hunter Drug Court catchment area.

The participants on the Hunter Drug Court program have proved to be extraordinarily compliant with the travel requirements of their program.  Remarkably, in nearly five years of operation, there have been no cases of a participant being unable to comply with the requirement to attend the Toronto Court and Registry each week.
Program participants are required to attend for urine drug screening at Toronto Court Registry three times a week whilst on Phase 1, and twice a week on Phases 2 and 3 (minimum 3 months and 6 months respectively).  Participants also have to report back to Court and meet with the Judge and the team once a week whilst on Phase 1, once a fortnight on Phase 2, and once a month on Phase 3.  

Participants are also required to attend for Casework with their assigned counsellor from the Department of Health, and this usually occurs in Newcastle city.

The distances from the geographical boundaries of the program to Toronto and considerable:
Karuah
- Port Stephens

63km

Nelson Bay – Port Stephens

80km

Branxton – Cessnock


61km

Wyee – Lake Macquarie

27km

Stockton – Newcastle


38km

Lochinvar – Maitland


54km

Tocal – Maitland


55km

Driving would be the most convenient way to travel, however it is unusual for a participant to have a valid NSW Driver’s Licence.  So for a participant to travel from many of the areas within the footprint of the program to Toronto they often have to catch two buses and one train each way in order to carry out the basic program requirements.  Many participants do rely on the good nature of friends and relatives in order to transport them to and from court/registry to meet their obligations.  Unfortunately many participants also have regular encounters with the Transport Police regarding not having a valid ticket to travel on the trains.

The success of our participants in travelling led to this court considering, and then declining, an opportunity to move to the new Court House in Newcastle, thereby allowing the space previously earmarked for Drug Court to be used by other jurisdictions.  The commitment of our participants to always attend at Toronto, and its isolation from the temptations of the Newcastle CBD, has been a real advantage to the program.
Co-ordination with the Police Force
The Police Force provides a Police Prosecutor as a member of each Drug Court team.  That officer performs many essential roles in relation to all the many and varied court cases which come to the Drug Court.  A second, and very positive aspect to the Police Prosecutor’s role, is to raise awareness of the Drug Court in the Police Force, and ensure Police Officers out in the field have a good understanding of the Court, its purposes and objectives.
It has been heartening in recent years to see that level of understanding being reflected in actual policing, to the point where arresting Police recognise the connection between the crimes there are investigating and the drug addiction of the perpetrator.  So the Court has seen instances of arresting police actively suggesting that the Drug Court may be a suitable program for the offender, and even referring to that in the Facts Sheet prepared at arrest.  Our prosecutors follow through with invitations to arresting police to attend the graduation of successful participants, and thereby provide an opportunity for the offender to meet the arresting officer in entirely new circumstances.

Practitioners’ Conference

The Drug Court, with the assistance of the Judicial Commission of NSW, hosted a conference for all partners to the Drug Court program, together with personnel from other key organisations, such as the Department of Housing, Centrelink and our residential rehabilitation services. It is pleasing to note 124 attended the conference to hear the following presentations:
	Understanding Substance Addiction

	Professor John B Saunders, Professor and Consultant Physician in Internal Medicine and Addiction Medicine

	

	What to Do About Illicit Drugs?

	Dr Alex Wodak AM, Emeritus Consultant, Alcohol and Drug Service, St Vincent’s Hospital

	

	Women in the Criminal Justice System: Complex Needs

	Dr Eileen Baldry, Professor of Criminology, UNSW

	

	Aboriginal Cultural Issues Relevant to the Drug Court

	Mr Ivern Ardler, Chief Executive Officer, Oolong House

	

	Drug Testing and Interpretation

	Mr Peter Bowron, Senior Scientist, Drug Toxicology Unit, NSW FASS

	

	My Experience of the Hunter Drug Court

	Pastor Martin Corfield

	

	Is There a Typical Successful Applicant on the Drug Court?

	His Honour Judge Paul Cloran 


The program received very positive feedback, with participants rating the conference highly.  The usefulness and relevance of the program was rated at 93%; the content of the papers at 86%; the design and style of the program at 93%; and the opportunities for interaction with colleagues was rated at 86%. The overall rating for the conference was 92%. 

J R Dive

Senior Judge

Parramatta Program outcomes 2004 to 2014

	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Non Custody

(Graduates)*
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2004
	142
	133
	62 (20)
	71
	47%

	2005
	165
	150
	74 (36)
	76
	49%

	2006
	164
	155
	62 (33)
	93
	40%

	2007
	169
	176
	78 (28)
	98
	44%

	2008
	132
	151
	65 (29)
	86
	43%

	2009
	158
	146
	83 (42)
	63
	57%

	2010
	140
	158
	90 (42)
	68
	56.6%

	2011
	166
	155
	86 (30)
	69
	55.8%

	2012
	167
	187
	95 (37)
	92
	51%

	2013
	206
	168
	72 (24)
	96
	43%

	2014
	165
	182
	79 (24)
	103
	43%


NB: The number of those classed as program graduates shown in brackets. 

Hunter Program outcomes 2011 to 2014

	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Non Custody

(Graduates)*
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2011
	70
	10
	0
	10
	0

	2012
	61
	43
	20 (8)
	23
	46.5%

	2013
	68
	66
	36 (9)
	30
	54.5%

	2014
	44
	65
	33 (16)
	32
	51%


NB: The number of those classed as program graduates shown in brackets

Sydney Program outcomes 2013 and 2014

	Year
	Program entrants
	Sentenced program completers
	Non Custody

(Graduates)*
	Custody
	% Non Custody

	2013
	62
	14
	1
	13
	7%

	2014
	44
	42
	16 (8)
	26
	38%


NB: The number of those classed as program graduates shown in brackets
Parramatta Drug Court – key statistics 2014
	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	450

	Pre ballot exclusion
	147

	Placed in ballot
	303

	Accepted after ballot
	266

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling/withdrawn
	16

	
	 

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2014
	165

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2014
	91

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2014
	61

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/14
	144


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	69

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	24

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	2


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	24

	Substantial Compliance
	7

	Total Non custody
	79

	Custody
	103

	Total completions
	182


Hunter Drug Court – key statistics 2014

	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	126

	Pre ballot exclusion
	45

	Placed in ballot
	81

	Accepted after ballot
	81

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling/withdrawn
	27

	
	 

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2014
	54

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2014
	39

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2014
	28

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/14
	56


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	13

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	12

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	4


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	16

	Substantial Compliance
	2

	Total Non custody
	33

	Custody
	32

	Total completions
	65


Sydney Drug Court – key statistics 2014

	Program entry
	Persons

	Total referred
	117

	Pre ballot exclusion
	16

	Placed in ballot
	101

	Accepted after ballot
	99

	Returned ineligible/not appropriate/unwilling
	27

	
	 

	Program progression
	Participants

	Participants who entered Phase 1 in 2014
	44

	Participants who progressed to Phase 2 in 2014
	18

	Participants who progressed to Phase 3 in 2014
	15

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/14
	34


	Court Determinations
	Participants

	Terminated after “potential to progress” hearing
	4

	Terminated after “risk to community” hearing
	12

	Retained after “Potential to progress” or “risk” hearing
	4


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Graduated
	8

	Substantial Compliance
	1

	Total Non custody
	16

	Custody
	26

	Total completions
	42


Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional Centre key statistics 2014

	Pre Program
	Persons

	Referral
	81

	Suitability Assessments
	107

	Ineligible
	39


	Program progression
	Participants

	CDTO made and entered Stage 1 in 2014
	34

	Participants who progressed to Stage 2 in 2014
	25

	Participants who progressed to Stage 3 in 2014
	11

	
	

	Participants on program as at 31/12/14
	50


	Programs Completed
	Participants

	Order Revoked
	20

	Order Expired
	0

	Parole Granted
	8


Visitors, presentations and publications
January

· Visit by Drug Court Interagency Team to One80TC rehab centre

February

· Hosted visit from Japanese Study Group including lawyers, doctors and nurses 
· Presentation to National Judicial College, Canberra by Senior Judge Dive “Options for alternatives to Custodial Sentences”
· Hosted visit from Dominic Perrottet MP 

· Visit by Judge Kaoru Ueno, a judge of Saga District Court, Japan
March

· Hosted visit from Odyssey House 

· Partnership launch: Sydney Drug Court and Housing NSW 

April

· Hosted visit from Lyndon Community Health NSW Orange

· Visit by Mr Christopher Puplick AM, Chair, Justice Health & Forensic Mental health Network Board

· Drug Court presentation to Sydney Housing area co-ordinators
· Presentation to Corrective Services Academy – Judge Dive
May

· Drug Court presentation to Sydney South East Housing co-ordinators
June

· Visit by the Attorney General and Minister for Justice, The Hon. Bradley Hazzard

· Presentation to Corrective Services Academy – Judge Dive
· Drug Court Judges’ Meeting – hosted by Judicial Commission of NSW
July

· Visit by Tribal Dreaming/New Horizons Aboriginal Caseworkers 

· Hosted visit by Policy Officers, Ministry of Health

· Hosted visit from Crime Prevention Division, Aboriginal Services, Department of Justice
August

· Hosted visit from a delegation from Myanmar, including parliamentarians, legal and health professionals
· Visit to Graduation: Mr Andrew-Cappie Wood, Secretary, Department of Justice 

· Drug Court Practitioners’ Conference held in Parramatta
· Visit by Chief Inspector Hong Kong Police

· Visit by Magistrate Tony Parsons, Victorian Drug Court 

November

· Aboriginal Cultural Respect Program for Drug Court team members

· Visit by Housing NSW Sydney and Sydney East to Sydney Drug Court

· Visit by Aboriginal Client Service Specialist Sydney Drug Court 

· Visit by Aboriginal Information and Referral officer from WEAVE regarding providing more culturally appropriate services for Aboriginal Drug Court clients

December

· Presentation to Corrective Services Academy – Judge Dive
1
1

