
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S014521342300282X

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S014521342300282X


Aims
- Examine more recent CPS data for Aboriginal children born in WA
- Examine how contacts are clustered within family units

Cohort
- All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander born in WA between 2000 

and 2013

Related family
- Biological mothers
- Full and maternal half-siblings born 1980-99 and 2014-15

Data
- Child protection contacts (2000 – 2015)
- Birth records, midwives’ notification system, death records
- Family relationships



The authors wish to thank the staff at the Western Australian Data Linkage Branch and 
the custodians of the following datasets:

▶Western Australian Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages
▶Midwives Notification System
▶WA Department of Communities Child Protection Dataset
▶ Intellectual Disability Exploring Answers
▶Mental Health Information System
▶WA Notifiable Infections Diseases Dataset
▶Western Australian Register of Developmental Abnormalities - Birth Defects
▶Western Australian Register of Developmental Abnormalities - Cerebral Palsy
▶ Hospital Morbidity Data System
▶ Emergency Department Data Collection

The information presented does not reflect the views of the Data Linkage Branch or 
any of the data custodians.















Next steps

- Use health data to compare health profiles of children with a 
placement in care to those never in care

- Use hospitalisation data to assess incidence of potentially 
preventable hospitalisations for children before and after they 
have their first placement in care

- Assess how the distance between a child’s residential address 
and the region’s child protection office is associated with 
probability of contact with CPS


